
WEST VIRGINIA 

Definitions 

Antique Motor Vehicle. Any motor vehicle which is more than 25 years old and is owned solely 

as a collector’s item. 

Classic Motor Vehicle. A motor vehicle which is more than 25 years old and is registered 

pursuant to § 17A-10-3 of this code and is used for general transportation. 

Essential Parts. All integral and body parts of a vehicle of a type required to be registered 

hereunder, the removal, alteration or substitution of which would tend to conceal the identity 

of the vehicle or substantially alter its appearance, model, type or mode of operation. 

Reconstructed Vehicle. Every vehicle of a type required to be registered hereunder materially 

altered from its original construction by the removal, addition or substitution of essential parts, 

new or used. 

Specially Constructed Vehicle. Every vehicle of a type required to be registered hereunder not 

originally constructed under a distinctive name, make, model or type by a generally recognized 

manufacturer of vehicles and not materially altered from its original construction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Virginia Laws  

From West Virginia Code: 

W. Va. Code, § 17A-3-5. Application for specially constructed, reconstructed or foreign 

vehicles or new vehicles purchased outside this State 

(a) In the event the vehicle to be registered is specially constructed, reconstructed, or a foreign 

vehicle, such fact shall be stated in the application and with reference to every foreign vehicle 

which has been registered heretofore outside of this State the owner shall surrender to the 

department all registration plates, registration cards, and certificates of title or other evidence 

of such foreign registration as may be in his possession or under his control except as provided 

in subsection (b) hereof. 

(b) Where in the course of interstate operation of a vehicle registered in another state it is 

desirable to retain registration of said vehicle in such other state, such applicant need not 

surrender but shall submit for inspection said evidences of such foreign registration and the 

department upon a proper showing shall register said vehicle in this State but shall not issue a 

certificate of title for such vehicle. 

(c) In the event application for registration and certificate of title is made for a new vehicle 

purchased from a dealer outside this State, a certificate of title shall not be issued for such 

vehicle nor shall such vehicle be registered by the department unless and until such application 

shall be accompanied by a certificate of title or a manufacturer's certificate of origin, or if the 

state of purchase does not require a certificate of title such application shall be accompanied by 

a manufacturer's certificate of origin, accompanied by evidence that such seller is a bona fide 

dealer of the state in which such vehicle was purchased. 

W. Va. Code, § 17A-3-14. Registration plates generally; description of plates; issuance of 

special numbers and plates; registration fees; special application fees; exemptions; 

commissioner to promulgate forms; suspension and nonrenewal 

(a) The division, upon registering a vehicle, shall issue to the owner one registration plate for a 

motorcycle, trailer, semitrailer, or other motor vehicle. 

(b) Registration plates issued by the division shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) Every registration plate shall be of reflectorized material and have displayed upon it 

the registration number assigned to the vehicle for which it is issued; the name of this 

state, which may be abbreviated; and the year number for which it is issued or the date 

of expiration of the plate. 

(2) Every registration plate and the required letters and numerals on the plate shall be 

of sufficient size to be plainly readable from a distance of 100 feet during daylight: 



Provided, That the requirements of this subdivision shall not apply to the year number 

for which the plate is issued or the date of expiration. 

(3) Registration numbering for registration plates shall begin with number two. 

(c) The division may not issue, permit to be issued, or distribute any special registration plates 

except as follows: 

 … 

(17) Upon appropriate application, the commissioner shall issue to a classic motor 

vehicle or classic motorcycle, as defined in § 17A–10–3a of this code, a special 

registration plate designed by the commissioner. An annual fee of $15, in addition to all 

other fees required by this chapter, shall be charged for each classic registration plate. 

… 

(f) The division may issue special 10-year registration plates as follows: 

(1) The commissioner may issue or renew for a period of no more than 10 years any 

registration plate exempted from registration fees pursuant to any provision of this 

code or any restricted use antique motor vehicle license plate authorized by § 17A–10–

3a of this code: Provided, That the provisions of this subsection do not apply to any 

person who has had a special registration suspended for failure to maintain motor 

vehicle liability insurance as required by § 17D–2A–3 of this code or failure to pay 

personal property taxes as required by § 17A–3–3a of this code. 

W. Va. Code, § 17A-10-3a. Special registration of antique motor vehicles and motorcycles; 

definition, registration, and use of classic motor vehicles and classic motorcycles; customized 

antique plates 

(a) The annual registration fee for any antique motor vehicle or motorcycle as defined in this 

section is $2. As used in this section: 

“Antique motor vehicle” means any motor vehicle which is more than 25 years old and is 

owned solely as a collector’s item. 

“Antique motorcycle” means any motorcycle which is more than 25 years old and is owned 

solely as a collector’s item. 

“Classic motor vehicle” means a motor vehicle which is more than 25 years old and is registered 

pursuant to § 17A-10-3 of this code and is used for general transportation. 

“Classic motorcycle” means a motorcycle which is more than 25 years old and is registered 

pursuant to § 17A-10-3 of this code and is used for general transportation. 



(b) Except as otherwise provided in this section, antique motor vehicles or motorcycles may not 

be used for general transportation but may only be used for: 

(1) Participation in club activities, exhibits, tours, parades, and similar events; 

(2) The purpose of testing their operation, obtaining repairs or maintenance, and 

transportation to and from events as described in § 17A-10-3a(b)(1) of this code; and 

(3) Recreational purposes over weekends, beginning on Friday at 12:00 p.m., and ending 

on the following Monday at 12:00 p.m., and on holidays: Provided, That a classic motor 

vehicle or a classic motorcycle as defined in this section may be registered under the 

applicable class at the applicable registration fee set forth in § 17A-10-3 of this code and 

may be used for general transportation. 

(c) A West Virginia motor vehicle or motorcycle displaying license plates of the same year of 

issue as the model year of the antique motor vehicle or motorcycle, as authorized in this 

section, may be used for general transportation purposes if the following conditions are met: 

(1) The license plate’s physical condition has been inspected and approved by the 

Division of Motor Vehicles; 

(2) The license plate is registered to the specific motor vehicle or motorcycle by the 

Division of Motor Vehicles; 

(3) The owner of the motor vehicle or motorcycle annually registers the motor vehicle 

or motorcycle and pays an annual registration fee for the motor vehicle or motorcycle 

equal to that charged to obtain regular state license plates; 

(4) The motor vehicle or motorcycle passes an annual safety inspection; and 

(5) The motor vehicle or motorcycle displays a sticker attached to the license plate, 

issued by the division, indicating that the motor vehicle or motorcycle may be used for 

general transportation. 

(d) If more than one request is made for license plates having the same number, the division 

shall accept only the first application. 

(e) The commissioner may propose rules for legislative approval in accordance with the 

provisions of § 29A-3-1 et seq. of this code as may be necessary or convenient for the carrying 

out of the provisions of this section. 

(f) Upon appropriate application, together with a special annual fee of $40, which is in addition 

to all other fees required by this chapter, there shall be issued to the owner of an antique 

motor vehicle a special registration plate for an antique motor vehicle titled in the name of the 

qualified applicant, bearing a combination of letters or numbers requested by that applicant, 



subject to the approval by the commissioner, and with the maximum number of letters or 

numbers to be determined by the commissioner. 

W. Va. Code, § 17D-2A-3. Required security; exceptions 

(a) Every owner or registrant of a motor vehicle required to be registered and licensed in this 

state shall maintain security as hereinafter provided in effect continuously throughout the 

registration or licensing period except in case of a periodic use or seasonal vehicle, in which 

case the owner or registrant is required to maintain security upon the vehicle only for the 

portion of the year the vehicle is in actual use. As used in this section, a periodic use or seasonal 

vehicle means a recreational vehicle, antique motor vehicle, motorcycle or other motor vehicle 

which is stored part of the year and used seasonally. 

(b) The owner or registrant shall immediately surrender the registration plate to the Division of 

Motor Vehicles when he or she drops the required security during the registration period. An 

owner of a periodic use or seasonal vehicle may retain a registration plate subject to legislative 

rules promulgated by the commissioner. 

(c) Every nonresident owner or registrant of a motor vehicle, which is operated upon any road 

or highway of this state and which has been physically present within this state for more than 

thirty days during the preceding three hundred sixty-five days shall thereafter maintain security 

as hereinafter provided in effect continuously throughout the period the motor vehicle remains 

within this state. 

(d) No person may knowingly drive or operate upon any road or highway any motor vehicle 

upon which security is required by the provisions of this article unless the required security is in 

effect. 

(e) The security shall be provided by one of the following methods: 

(1) By an insurance policy delivered or issued for the delivery in this state by an 

insurance company authorized to issue vehicle liability and property insurance policies 

in this state within limits which may not be less than the requirements of section two, 

article four of this chapter; or 

(2) By qualification as a self-insurer under the provisions of section two, article six of this 

chapter. 

(f) This article does not apply to any motor vehicle owned by the state or by a political 

subdivision of this state, nor to any motor vehicle owned by the federal government. 

W. Va. Code, § 17-24A-6a Title to abandoned antique motor vehicle; special procedure; notice 

to owner; fees; criminal penalties 

(a) Application for Title to Abandoned Antique Motor Vehicle. -- 



(1) A person may apply to the division for ownership and title to an abandoned antique motor 

vehicle if that person: 

(A) Is the owner of private property on which the vehicle is located; or 

(B) Has obtained a valid Vehicle Removal Certificate from the division. 

(2) The application shall include the following: 

(A) The name, address and other contact information of the applicant; 

(B) The year, make, model, Vehicle Identification Number and any other identifying 

marks on the vehicle: Provided, That if there is no Vehicle Identification Number, the 

applicant shall provide all information available or reasonably ascertainable to identify 

the year, make and model of the vehicle; and 

(C) Any other information required by the division. 

(3) Upon application for title to an abandoned antique motor vehicle, the applicant shall pay a 

fee of $100 to the division. 

(b) Vehicle Removal Certificate. -- In a manner prescribed by the division, a person may apply 

for a Vehicle Removal Certificate at no fee, by presenting records sufficient to demonstrate to a 

reasonable degree of certainty that the owner of the private property on which an abandoned 

antique motor vehicle is located has given the applicant written permission to remove the 

vehicle from the private property. 

(c) Search for Owner and Lienholders; Notice. -- 

(1) Upon receipt of an application for title to an abandoned antique motor vehicle, the division 

shall initiate a search for the last owner of the vehicle and any lienholders of record of the 

vehicle, using the year, make, model, Vehicle Identification Number and any other identifying 

marks on the vehicle, and, if there is no Vehicle Identification Number, the information 

provided on the application related to the year, make and model of the motor vehicle that was 

available to the applicant. The division shall, at a minimum, search: 

(A) Its own records; 

(B) The records of a nationally recognized crime database; and 

(C) Records of a nationally recognized motor vehicle title database for owner 

information. 

(2) If, in the course of a search, the division discovers that the vehicle has been reported as 

stolen, the division shall notify the appropriate law-enforcement agency of that fact. 

(3) If the division determines the identity and address of the owner and any lienholder, the 

division shall, by certified mail with return receipt requested, notify the owner and any 



lienholder of the application for title to the vehicle and the contact information for the owner 

of the property on which the vehicle is located. Such notice, when sent in accordance with 

these requirements, shall be sufficient regardless of whether or not it was ever received. The 

owner or lienholder will then have the following options, which shall be detailed in the 

division's letter of notice: 

(A) Pay a $100 fee to the division, $50 of which shall be awarded to the applicant, and 

reclaim and remove the vehicle from private property within 30 days of the date of 

receiving notice at a time and in a manner arranged with the owner of the private 

property; or 

(B) Waives all right, title, and interest in the motor vehicle, and the right, title, and 

interest in the vehicle shall be transferred to the applicant, free of all liens and 

encumbrances. 

(4) If the division performs a search pursuant to this subsection and the identity and address of 

the owner cannot be determined with reasonable certainty, the division shall immediately 

transfer all right, title, and interest in the vehicle to the applicant, free and clear of all liens and 

encumbrances. 

(d) Rules and Forms. -- 

(1) The division shall promulgate rules necessary to carry out this section, and shall create the 

following forms: 

(A) A form to apply for the title to an abandoned antique vehicle, which shall require an 

applicant to provide the following information: 

(i) The applicant's legal name and contact information; 

(ii) The Vehicle Identification Number: Provided, That if the vehicle does not 

have a Vehicle Identification Number, the applicant shall follow the procedure 

set forth in subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection; 

(iii) The year, make and model of the vehicle; 

(iv) The current location of the vehicle; and 

(v) The current contact information for the owner of the private property on 

which the vehicle is located. 

(B) A Vehicle Removal Certificate, which shall be issued to a person who presents the 

records required by subsection (b) of this section and shall require the following 

information: 

(i) The applicant's legal name and contact information; 



(ii) The Vehicle Identification Number: Provided, That if the vehicle does not 

have a Vehicle Identification Number, the applicant shall follow the procedure 

set forth in subdivisions (2) and (3) of this subsection; 

(iii) The year, make and model of the vehicle; 

(iv) The current location of the vehicle; and 

(v) The current contact information for the owner of the private property on 

which the vehicle is located. 

(2) If an applicant or person requesting a Vehicle Removal Certificate cannot, after reasonable 

efforts, determine the Vehicle Identification Number of the vehicle, the person may pay a $100 

fee to the West Virginia State Police to inspect the vehicle, determine, in the sole discretion of 

the division, the year, make and model of the motor vehicle using all information available or 

reasonably ascertainable and assign the motor vehicle a new Vehicle Identification Number. 

(3) If the West Virginia State Police cannot locate a Vehicle Identification Number on an 

abandoned antique vehicle, the West Virginia State Police shall verify in writing that the vehicle 

has no Vehicle Identification Number. The applicant may then present the written verification 

to the division, which shall then issue a new Vehicle Identification Number for the vehicle 

pursuant to section twenty, article three, chapter seventeen-a of this code. 

(e) Obstruction of removal of vehicle from private property prohibited. -- No person shall 

knowingly interfere with a person who has acquired title to an antique motor vehicle and is 

reclaiming and removing a vehicle from private property pursuant to the procedures set forth 

in this section. Any person violating this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 

conviction thereof, shall be fined $500. 

W. Va. Code, § 17A-4-10 

§ 17A-4-10. Salvage certificates for certain wrecked or damaged vehicles; fee; penalty 

Currentness 

… 

(h) If the motor vehicle is a “reconstructed vehicle” as defined in this section or section one, 

article one of this chapter, it may not be titled or registered for operation until it has been 

inspected by an official state inspection station and by the Division of Motor Vehicles. Following 

an approved inspection, an application for a new certificate of title may be submitted to the 

division. The applicant is required to retain all receipts for component parts, equipment and 

materials used in the reconstruction. The salvage certificate shall also be surrendered to the 

division before a certificate of title may be issued with the appropriate brand. 



(i) The owner or title holder of a motor vehicle titled in this state which has previously been 

branded in this state or another state as salvage, reconstructed, cosmetic total loss, cosmetic 

total loss salvage, flood, fire, an equivalent term under another state's laws or a term consistent 

with the intent of the National Motor Vehicle Title Information System established pursuant to 

49 U. S. C. § 30502 shall, upon becoming aware of the brand, apply for and receive a title from 

the Division of Motor Vehicles on which the brand “reconstructed”, “salvage”, “cosmetic total 

loss”, “cosmetic total loss salvage”, “flood”, “fire” or other brand is shown. The division shall 

charge a fee of $10 for each title so issued. The Division of Motor Vehicles may adjust the fee 

for each reconstructed, salvage, cosmetic total loss, cosmetic total loss salvage, flood, fire or 

other brand title issued every five years on September 1, based on the U. S. Department of 

Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics most current Consumer Price Index: Provided, That an increase 

in such fee may not exceed ten percent of the total fee amount in a single year. 

(j) If application is made for title to a motor vehicle, the title to which has previously been 

branded reconstructed, salvage, cosmetic total loss, cosmetic total loss salvage, flood, fire or 

other brand by the Division of Motor Vehicles under this section and said application is 

accompanied by a title from another state which does not carry the brand, the division shall, 

before issuing the title, affix the brand “reconstructed”, “cosmetic total loss”, “cosmetic total 

loss salvage”, “flood”, “fire” or other brand to the title. The motor vehicle sales tax paid on a 

motor vehicle titled as reconstructed, cosmetic total loss, flood, fire or other brand under the 

provisions of this section shall be based on fifty percent of the fair market value of the vehicle 

as determined by a nationally accepted used car value guide to be used by the commissioner. 

(k) The division shall charge a fee of $22.50 for the issuance of each salvage certificate or 

cosmetic total loss salvage certificate but shall not require the payment of the five percent 

motor vehicle sales tax. The Division of Motor Vehicles may adjust the fee for each salvage 

certificate or cosmetic total loss salvage certificate every five years on September 1, based on 

the U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics most current Consumer Price Index: 

Provided, That an increase in such fee may not exceed ten percent of the total fee amount in a 

single year. However, upon application for a certificate of title for a reconstructed, cosmetic 

total loss, flood or fire damaged vehicle or other brand, the division shall collect the five 

percent privilege tax on the fair market value of the vehicle as determined by the commissioner 

unless the applicant is otherwise exempt from the payment of such privilege tax. A 

wrecker/dismantler/rebuilder, licensed by the division, is exempt from the payment of the five 

percent privilege tax upon titling a reconstructed vehicle. The division shall collect a fee of $35 

per vehicle for inspections of reconstructed vehicles. These fees shall be deposited in a special 

fund created in the State Treasurer's office and may be expended by the division to carry out 

the provisions of this article: Provided, That on and after July 1, 2007, any balance in the special 

fund and all fees collected pursuant to this section shall be deposited in the State Road Fund. 

Licensed wreckers/dismantlers/rebuilders may charge a fee not to exceed $25 for all vehicles 

owned by private rebuilders which are inspected at the place of business of a 

wrecker/dismantler/rebuilder. 



(l) As used in this section: 

(1) “Reconstructed vehicle” means the vehicle was totaled under the provisions of this section 

or by the provisions of another state or jurisdiction and has been rebuilt in accordance with the 

provisions of this section or in accordance with the provisions of another state or jurisdiction or 

meets the provisions of subsection (n), section one, article one of this chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Virginia Equipment Exemptions  

From West Virginia Code: 

W. Va. Code, § 17C-15-22. Single-beam road-lighting equipment 

Head lamps arranged to provide a single distribution of light shall be permitted on motor 

vehicles manufactured and sold prior to one year after the effective date of this chapter in 

lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment herein specified if the single distribution of light 

complies with the following requirements and limitations: 

(1) The head lamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is not loaded none of the high-

intensity portion of the light shall at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead project higher than a 

level of five inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes, and in no 

case higher than forty-two inches above the level on which the vehicle stands at a distance of 

seventy-five feet ahead. 

(2) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least two 

hundred feet. 

W. Va. Code, § 17A-3-12a. Disclosure of odometer information; exceptions; penalties 

(a) In accordance with the provisions of sections four hundred eight-a and four hundred eight-e 

of the Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings Act, Public Law 92-513, the transferor of a 

motor vehicle must complete the odometer disclosure form on the certificate of title or a 

separate written odometer disclosure statement, before executing any transfer of ownership 

document and before a new certificate of title may be issued for a transfer of ownership of a 

vehicle. The odometer disclosure form on the certificate of title and the separate written 

odometer disclosure statement shall contain the following information: 

(1) The odometer reading at the time of transfer (not to include tenths of miles); 

(2) The date of transfer; 

(3) The transferor's name and current address; 

(4) The transferee's name and current address; 

(5) The transferor's printed name and signature acknowledging the disclosure; 

(6) The identity of the vehicle, including its make, model, year, body type and 

identification number; 

(7) Certification by the transferor that to the best of his or her knowledge the odometer 

reading reflects: 

(A) The actual mileage the vehicle has been driven; 



(B) The amount of mileage in excess of the designated mechanical odometer 

limit; or 

(C) A difference from the number of miles the vehicle has actually been driven 

and that the difference is greater than that caused by odometer calibration 

error, and that the odometer reading is not the actual mileage. This certification 

shall state that the odometer reading does not reflect the actual mileage and 

should not be relied upon, and shall also include a warning notice to alert the 

transferee that a discrepancy exists between the odometer reading and the 

actual mileage; and 

(8) A warning statement referring to state and federal law and the statement: “That 

failure to complete or providing false information may result in fines and/or 

imprisonment.” 

Upon issuance of a new title, the division shall mark the new title with an appropriate 

brand which reflects certification of the prior owner. 

(b) Before executing any transfer of ownership document, the lessor of a leased motor vehicle 

must notify a lessee in writing that the lessee is required to provide a written odometer 

disclosure statement to the lessor. The odometer disclosure statement shall contain the 

following information: 

(1) The odometer reading at the time of transfer (not to include tenths of miles); 

(2) The date of statement; 

(3) The lessee's name and current address; 

(4) The lessor's name and current address; 

(5) The lessee's printed name and signature acknowledging the disclosure; 

(6) The identity of the vehicle, including its make, model, year, body type and 

identification number; 

(7) The date that the lessor notified the lessee of the disclosure requirements; 

(8) The date that the completed disclosure statement was received by the lessor; 

(9) The signature of the lessor; 

(10) Certification by the lessee that to the best of his or her knowledge the odometer 

reading reflects: 

(A) The actual mileage the vehicle has been driven; 



(B) The amount of mileage in excess of the designated mechanical odometer 

limit; or 

(C) A difference from the number of miles the vehicle has actually been driven 

and that the difference is greater than that caused by odometer calibration 

error, and that the odometer reading is not the actual mileage. This certification 

shall state that the odometer reading does not reflect the actual mileage and 

should not be relied upon; and 

(11) A warning statement referring to state and federal law and the statement: “That 

failure to complete or providing false information may result in fines and/or 

imprisonment.” 

If a lessor transfers the leased vehicle without obtaining possession of it, the lessor may 

indicate on the title the mileage disclosed by the lessee, unless the lessor has reason to 

believe the disclosure does not state the actual mileage. 

(c) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, the form for odometer disclosure on the 

certificate of title or a separate written odometer disclosure statement need not be completed 

for any of the following motor vehicles: 

… 

(3) A vehicle that is ten years old or older; 

… 

(f) Auction companies shall retain for five years following the date of sale of each motor vehicle, 

at their primary place of business in an order that is appropriate to business requirements and 

that permits systematic retrieval, the following records: 

(1) The name of the most recent owner (other than the auction company); 

(2) The name of the buyer; 

(3) The vehicle identification number; and 

(4) The odometer reading on the date the auction company took possession of the 

motor vehicle. 

(g) A transfer of a motor vehicle which has not been previously titled in this state or which has a 

certificate of title issued prior to the first day of January, one thousand nine hundred ninety-

one, must include the execution of the transfer by the owner and the purchaser on a form 

prescribed by the commissioner signed by each of the two parties, which form contains 

substantially the same information as is required in this section and with the provisions of the 

odometer mileage statement form pursuant to the Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings 

Act. 



(h) The commissioner shall promulgate rules for the administration of this section in accordance 

with chapter twenty-nine-a of this code. 

(i) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this section with intent to defraud shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not less than two hundred 

dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, or imprisoned in the county jail for not more than 

six months, or both fined and imprisoned. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1-800-642-9066
dmv.wv.gov

DMV-46-CC
REV 01/18

West Virginia Department of Transportation 

Division of Motor Vehicles
Application for Classic Car License Plate

Make

Insurance Company

E�ective Dates of Policy    From: To:

NAIC Number

VIN No. Current Plate No.

Insurance Agent

Year Title No.

B) Vehicle Information 

C) Insurance Information 

Policy No./ / / /

THIS PLATE IS ONLY AVAILABLE FOR VEHICLES MANUFACTURED AT LEAST 25 YEARS PRIOR TO THE CURRENT YEAR.

Name

Daytime Phone 

Address

A) Owner(s) Information • Use Name(s) of Owner(s) as shown exactly on current 
registration card that you wish to register the license plate.

STREET ADDRESS

OWNER(S) NAME(S)

CITY STATE ZIP

(             )

B) Vehicle Information 

D) Applicant Certi�cation

I hereby state that there is a motor vehicle liability policy in e�ect on the described vehicle in accordance with provisions of the West 
Virginia Motor Vehicle Laws and certify that the statements made are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief under 
penalty of false swearing, West Virginia Code  §17A-9-1; Fraudulent Applications.

 SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT DATE
/(X) /

E) Registration Information

PLATE SAMPLE

The vehicle on which the plate will be placed must be a Class A (passenger car or truck) manufactured at least 25 years from the current 
calender year.  

You must provide a personal property tax receipt issued by your county assessor, and have a valid insurance policy in place in order obtain
a license plate for the vehicle.  If you wish to purchase a two (2) year registration, you must provide proof for two (2) years personal property
taxes paid.  If you have not been liable to pay personal property taxes for the previous one or two years, you will need to obtain an 
A�davit of Assessor (DMV-178-TR) from your county assessor before a registration can be issued.

The fee for the �rst year of a Classic Car license plate is $76.50,  with a renewal fee of $66.50 per year thereafter.

If you mail this application and required documentation, 
please allow up to 60 days for the delivery of your plate.

1.

2.

3.

4.



PLEASE SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS

I hereby state that there is a motor vehicle liability policy in e�ect on the described vehicle in accordance with provisions of the West 
Virginia Motor Vehicle Laws and certify that the statements are true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief under penalty 
of false swearing, West Virginia Code §17A-9-1; Fraudulent Applications. 

Restricted Use - Original issue plate provided by applicant, vehicle used for limited 
purposes such as club activities, exhibits, tours, and similar events, or for recreational 
purposes on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holidays.  
For fees, consult chart on side 2 of this page.

General Transportation Use - Original issue plate provided by applicant that expires 
July 1st each year: Prorated cost and renewal cost = $51.50

 SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT DATE

/(X) /

F) Applicant Certi�cation

Name

Make

Insurance Company

License Plate Number

Year on License Plate

E�ective Dates of Policy    From: To:

NAIC Number

VIN No. Current Plate No.

Daytime Phone 

Address

A) Owner(s) Information • Use Name(s) of Owner(s) as shown exactly on current registration card that you wish to register the license plate.  

Weight

Insurance Agent

Year Title No.

STREET ADDRESS

OWNER(S) NAME(S)

CITY STATE ZIP

(             )

B) Vehicle Information 

C) Insurance Information 

D) Type of Registration Desired E) Antique Plate Information

Policy No./ / / /

1-800-642-9066
dmv.wv.gov

DMV-53-TR
REVISED 09/18

West Virginia Department of Transportation 

Division of Motor Vehicles
Application for the Use of an Antique License Plate



1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

COMPLETE  OR TYPE THIS APPLICATION IN BLUE OR BLACK INK. 
DO NOT USE THIS APPLICATION FOR CLASS “V” PLATES.

Complete section A, Owner(s) Information.  Be sure to list the name(s) exactly as shown on current registration that you wish to 
register the antique plate.

Complete section B, Vehicle Information.  This application can only be used on a CLASS A vehicle which is older than 25 years.

Complete section C, Insurance Information.

Complete section D, Type of Registration Desired. This based on the intended use of the vehicle.

Complete section E, Antique Plate Information. The antique plate must meet the following requirements: 
 
 • The plate’s year of issuance must match the model year of the vehicle.  For example, a plate that was issued in   
     1927 can only be used on a 1927 model vehicle.
 
 • The license plate must be an original license plate issued by the State Road Commission (prior to 1949) or West   
     Virginia Department of Motor Vehicles ( issuing between 1949 - 1989 ) in legible condition with su�cient 
   contrast between the raised numbers and background to be readable from a distance.

 • If more than one request is made for license plates having the same number, the DMV shall only accept the 
   �rst application.

 • A clear color photograph of the license plate must accompany this application.

 • For a license plate approved for a vehicle as general transportation use, you must display a current renewal decal 
   provided by DMV.  Ideally it should be placed on the lower right hand corner or rim of the license plate. 

 • For a license plate approved for a vehicle as restricted use, you will not have a decal.  A registration card will be issued 
   to you indicating the expiration date and plate number assigned to the vehicle.

 • All antique vehicle plates expire on July 1st.  
  • General transportation use plates expire every year on July 1st. 
  • Restricted use plates are on a 10 year cycle.  When the current cycle ends on July 1, 2025, your plate expires.
   
Complete section F, Applicant Certi�cation, by signing and dating this form to �nalize your request.

Enclose the correct fee with personal property tax ticket if the current plate is expiring.  See the chart below for restricted use fees.
The fee for general transportation use is $51.50 prorated and upon each renewal.

Year Restricted
Plate is Issued Total Fee 

2015  (YEAR 1 OF 10)

2016  (YEAR 2 OF 10)

2017  (YEAR 3 OF 10)

2018  (YEAR 4 OF 10)

2019  (YEAR 5 OF 10)

2020  (YEAR 6 OF 10)

2021   (YEAR 7 OF 10)

2022   (YEAR 8 OF 10)

2023   (YEAR 9 OF 10)

2024  (YEAR 10 OF 10)

$35.00

$31.50

$28.00

$24.50

$21.00

$17.50

$14.00

$10.50

$7.00

$3.50

(YEAR STARTS AFTER JULY 1ST)

DMV Special Plates
PO Box 17120

Charleston, WV 25317

Checklist
Did you enclose a color photograph of your license plate?
Did you check the box for intended use of the vehicle?
Did you enclose a check or money order payable to DMV?
Did you complete sections  A - D on the front of this form? 

Instructions for Completing the Form: Application for an Antique License Plate 


